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Questions about GMR?

Contact:

Katie Wittenauer  
Director of Programs  
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Michigan Humanities 

Michigan Humanities strives to  

bring people together through  

stories, histories, cultures, and  

conversations. In carrying out this 

mission, Michigan Humanities 

builds awareness and excitement  

for humanities in everyday life, 

achieves best practices and  

sustainability for all humanities  

programs and services in Michigan, 

and upholds the following key  

values: inclusion, diversity, and 

equity; discovery and understanding; 

authentic conversation; respectful 

collaboration; and meaningful  

experiences. Michigan Humanities’ 

vision is a more thoughtful, connected,  

engaged, and informed Michigan.

The 2025–26  

Great Michigan Read 

is presented by:

Additional support is provided by  

national, statewide, and local  

partners, including:

Get Connected  
& Follow Us!

Find Michigan Humanities on social 

media and join the conversation!

#GreatMichiganRead    

#MIHumanities

Learn more about  

Michigan Humanities’  

grants and programs: 

michiganhumanities.org
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Welcome to Michigan Humanities’  
2025–26 Great Michigan Read!

Since 2007, the Great Michigan Read (GMR) has 

bridged communities across the state with Michigan- 

based titles that spark dialogue among diverse perspectives, encourage  

a deeper understanding of the humanities, and connect tens of thousands  

of readers with authors and engaging educational programming.

The 2025–26 title, Everything I Learned, I Learned in a Chinese Restaurant by 

Curtis Chin, is Michigan Humanities’ tenth GMR and was selected in fall 2024 

by seven regional selection committees representing the entire state of Michigan.

Your participation and support of GMR are essential to this program,  

and we look forward to the year ahead. We can’t wait to hear about your  

community’s conversations, events, and collaboration. Thank you for  

joining the statewide conversation!

•	 A reader’s guide featuring  

	 questions from the Convo Cards  

	 and supplementary information 	

	 about the book and author. 

•	 Potential programming ideas and 	

	 contacts who have indicated their 	

	 areas of expertise.

•	 Resources for further exploration, 	

	 including books, films, and exhibits.

•	 Articles, video segments, and 	

	 websites featuring Curtis Chin 	

	 and/or content related to  

	 Everything I Learned, I Learned  

	 in a Chinese Restaurant.

•	 Promotional graphics, a customizable 	

	 flyer, and a press release template.

•	 A PDF version of the survey for 	

	 program participants.

If you checked out a book kit, took part in a class or book club 

conversation, or were part of a GMR event, we want to hear 

from you! Complete the brief program survey and let us 

know about your experience! tinyurl.com/GMRfeedback 

your GMR feedback!

Summer 2025
Registration opens;  

GMR information session

September 2025
Fall GMR Action Grant  

application window opened

October 2025
Books and resources distributed to  

lending partners; fall author tour events

November 2025
Virtual author event; next GMR Action 

Grant application window opens

January–March 2026
Virtual events featuring guest speakers

April and May 2026
Spring author tour events

Late Summer 2026
Program concludes; partner  

impact summary reports due

Partner materials and online resources 

All GMR lending partners will receive book kits with print copies of 

Everything I Learned, I Learned in a Chinese Restaurant, a set of Convo Cards, 

and this partner guide. Packages will also include promotional resources, 

including a poster, bookmarks, and window cling.

GMR participating partners can check out book kits from their local lending 

partners during the program cycle of fall 2025 through summer 2026.

A digital reader’s guide, program resources, customizable promotional  

materials, and evaluation tools are available on the GMR website.  

Partners are encouraged to visit michiganhumanities.org to access:

The 2025–26 GMR program begins 
in late October 2025, and extends 
through August 2026. Please take 
note of these key dates and details  

for the year ahead.

Dates
TO REMEMBER

Share 
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