
The Great Michigan Read 2009-10  
Touring Exhibit Application 

Directions 
Complete and submit this application by Nov. 23, 2009 to be 
considered as a host of The Great Michigan Read traveling 
exhibit, Their Journey: Vietnamese in Michigan.  
 

Eligibility 
Michigan-based, nonprofit cultural organizations may apply. 
There are no booking fees; host organizations must pay for 
shipping to the next venue.  
 

Acceptance 
Applications evaluated based on opening statement, support-
ing programs, publicity plan, and geographic distribution. The 
Council will announce the exhibit itinerary on Nov. 30, 2009. 

Exhibit Details 
See next page for exhibit specifications. 
 

Making Application 
Fax your completed application and attachments to  
517-372-0027 or send it to the address below. Applications  
not accepted via email.  
 

 Michigan Humanities Council 
 119 Pere Marquette Dr., Suite 3B 
 Lansing, MI 48912 
 

Questions 
Direct questions to Gregory Parker 
(gparker@mihumanities.org; 517-372-7770). 

2. Attachments  
 

Provide concise answers to the following questions. Please 
limit your answers to one page in total. 
 

1) Opening Statement: Why should your organization host 
the exhibit?  

2) Supporting Programs: What programs will your organiza-
tion implement to compliment the exhibit?  

3) Publicity Plan: What will your organization do to attract 
attendees to the exhibit and its related programs? 

1. Applicant Information 
 
 
 
 
Organization 
 
 
 
 
Address 
 
 
 
 
City                                          Zip   County 
 
 
 
 
US House Dist.               MI House Dist.         MI Senate Dist. 
 
 
 
 
Contact Person 
 
 
 
 
Contact Email 
 
 
 
 
Contact Phone 
 
 
 
 
Authorized Signature 

3. Scheduling 
 

Please rate the following tour dates in order of preference: 

___ December 1-28, 2009  

___  January 1-26 2010 

___  February 1-24, 2010 

___  March 1-26, 2010 

___  April 1-26, 2010 

___  May 10-31, 2010 

Host Expectations 

• Ensure safety and well-being of exhibit. 

• Coordinate supporting programs. 

• Coordinate and pay for shipping to next venue (~$200). 

• Track exhibit attendance. 

• Provide access to audience survey forms. 

• Complete program coordinator survey. 

NA 



The Great Michigan Read 2009-10  
Touring Exhibit Specifications 

Their Journey: 
Vietnamese in Michigan 
 
Exhibit Prospectus: Their Journey: Vietnamese in Michigan is 
a small, traveling exhibit that augments Bich Minh Nguyen’s 
Stealing Buddha’s Dinner, the 2009-10 Great Michigan Read. 
The book is a memoir that chronicles the author’s migration 
from Vietnam in 1975 and her coming of age in Grand Rapids, 
Michigan in the 1980s. The exhibit offers audiences a greater 
understanding of the book’s historical basis. It consists of eight, 
thematically arranged banners:  
 

1. About Vietnam 
2. Vietnam and the Cold War 
3. Why was the United States fighting in Vietnam? 
4. How did Vietnamese refugees come to Michigan? 
5. Bich Minh Nguyen’s Journey, In Her Words (Pt. I) 
6. Bich Minh Nguyen’s Journey, In Her Words (Pt. II) 
7. What was life like for Vietnamese refugees in Michigan? 
8. Bich Minh Nguyen and The Great Michigan Read 
 
 
 
Venue: Exhibit must be displayed in a gallery, lounge area, or 
other defined, enclosed, interior space. It must not be dis-
played in a hallway, corridor, or other passageway; outdoors; 
or in a tent or other temporary building. Exhibit must be under 
continuous surveillance during public hours and locked and 
secure during closing hours. After delivery and until pickup, 
Exhibitor is fiscally responsible for any damage to the Exhibit. 
 
 
 
Arrival: The Exhibit will arrive at least two days before the Ex-
hibitor’s opening. The shipment will include eight separate 
boxes, each holding a self-contained banner assembly. Exhibi-
tor must contact the Council should any boxes be missing or 
damaged. 
 
 
 
Installation: The exhibit consists of eight, 39” x 84” banners, 
which are similar to a roll-up window shade in operation. With 
the base firmly positioned on a level floor, unfold and install the 
support pole into the base. Then, simply pull the cassette up to 
unroll the banner. It will lock into place with the support pole. 
Each banner is freestanding, sturdy, and lightweight. They are 
designed to be installed quickly by nonprofessionals. 

 
 
After installation, Exhibitor shall inspect all banners for damage 
or other defects and complete a Pre-Exhibition Condition Re-
port, which must be faxed to the Council immediately. Exhibitor 
is responsible for any damage during their exhibition dates. 
 
Exhibitor must store the shipping boxes in a dry, secure envi-
ronment. Both are expected to last the duration of the exhibit 
tour. 
 
 
Deinstallation: To disassemble, unhook the banner from the 
support pole and carefully feed it back into the base. Then, 
remove the support pole and fold it (accordion-style) for stor-
age. Place the base and pole into the proper cardboard box, 
seal it securely with packing tape, and affix a shipping label to 
the next venue. After doing this for all the banners, complete 
the Post-Exhibition Condition Report and fax it to the Council 
immediately. 
 
 
Shipping: Exhibitor must arrange for the entire exhibit to be 
shipped so that it arrives at the next host venue at least two 
days prior to the next opening. Exhibitor responsible for ship-
ping expenses.  

Sample Installations 
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Questions? Contact Gregory Parker (gparker@mihumanities.org; 517-372-7770). 


