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TEAM RESPONSIBILITIES
The PRIME TIME team consists of a library coordinator, scholar (Masters Degree or above), and a storyteller. Each individual in the team is required to attend a training workshop in New Orleans, LA with all expenses paid by the Michigan Humanities Council. The Council can also assist a library in identifying scholars and storytellers. Michigan currently has three trained PRIME TIME storytellers, and four trained scholars. A brief description of the qualifications and responsibilities of each team member follows.

Library Coordinator: The library coordinator is the primary contact between the library and the Michigan Humanities Council. The coordinator is responsible for the fiscal management of any funds provided by the Council to the library to implement PRIME TIME. The coordinator is traditionally a library director or serves in an administrative capacity with the library district. Responsibilities include:
· Attend PRIME TIME training workshop in New Orleans

· Order and catalog PRIME TIME books

· Distribute promotional materials community-wide

· Recruit and register 20-25 families and make weekly reminder calls to each family to attend

· Recruit a preschool coordinator and additional volunteers

· Identify and arrange transportation for participants as needed

· Promote library services and resources at each session (5 minutes)

· Provide meals or snacks at each session

· Obtain door prizes for each session

· Administer participant surveys

· Complete Coordinator Final Report and submit all additional required reports to the Michigan Humanities Council within four weeks of program completion

“…this program…created discussion between the parents and it helped them to understand the importance of being together as a family. …The oldest child (13) did not come to the sessions in the beginning, but once ‘I realized how much fun everyone was having, I decided to come.’ I have continued to see the family in the community and they visit [the library] often.”  ~Remarks from a PRIME TIME Library Coordinator Final Report
Scholar: In order to ensure appropriate analysis and discussion of the humanities, the scholar should have an advanced degree in a humanities field (i.e., literature, history, philosophy, etc.) as well as exude a love of reading and talking about books to a family audience. The scholar must be comfortable working with participants who have limited reading skills, possibly limited educational experience, and do not have practice talking about books. A scholar will spend 90 minutes per week for six weeks with PRIME TIME participants in addition to preparation and reporting. Responsibilities include:

· Attend a PRIME TIME training workshop in New Orleans

· Work as part of a team with the storyteller and library coordinator

· Serve as discussion leader for each session

· Model techniques for initiating and encouraging discussion of humanities themes

· Submit a final report

Scholars receive a stipend of $125/session at the end of the PRIME TIME series and upon submission of their final report. Scholars may also be reimbursed mileage if living outside the library’s local area.
“With Tomas [and the Library Lady], adults and children talked about the power of books to educate and to foster imagination. Adults [attending parents] recognized the idea that Tomas could be a role model and that he was successful as an adult. They noted that he overcame his circumstances because of what he had learned through books and that, in a sense, the Library Lady had changed his life.”  ~Remarks from a PRIME TIME Scholar Final Report
Storyteller: PRIME TIME storytellers should have a broad knowledge of children’s literature and experience working with nontraditional audiences and individuals with limited reading skills. Storytellers should be able to model the oral and literary traditions as well as read-aloud techniques to parents while presenting stories. A storyteller will spend 90 minutes per week for six weeks with PRIME TIME participants in addition to preparation and reporting. Responsibilities include:

· Attend the PRIME TIME training workshop in New Orleans

· Work as part of a team with the scholar and library coordinator

· Demonstrate storytelling and reading aloud techniques at each session so parents can replicate
· Submit a final report

Storytellers are paid a stipend of $125/session at the end of the PRIME TIME series and upon submission of their final report. Storytellers may also be reimbursed for mileage if living outside the library’s local area.

“From the very beginning I was impressed at how excited the participants were with books. Even the littlest children were eager to get books. They would carry them around the room and then stop and turn the pages, looking at the pictures even though many couldn’t yet read. They also show the books to the staff excitedly, as if sharing a newfound discovery.”  ~Remarks from a PRIME TIME Scholar Final Report
