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Our Mission: The Michigan Humanities Council connects people and 
communities by fostering and creating quality cultural programs.

Michigan’s People and Communities
For more than 35 years, the Michigan Humanities Council has helped 
the people of Michigan discover their identity and understand the lives of 
others through cultural programming and grant support in communities. 
The Council serves as a catalyst to engage the public with thought and 
dialogue about the strength of citizenship, an appreciation of heritage, and 
a sharing of values. 

Responding to community needs 

Today, the people of Michigan are learning how to reinvent themselves. 
This reinvention employs diverse perspectives, cultural assets, and critical 
examination of the past. The council responds to community needs 
through public programs, creating a context for understanding the past and 
preparing for the future. Turn to pages 8-9 and pull out the map to learn 
how the Michigan Humanities Council reaches the people of Michigan.

You’re invited to join us in our journey. 

Front cover photo credits (from left):  Michigan Humanities Council; Kerrytown BookFest; Grand 
Valley State University.  Page 2 photo credits (from top): Peggy Brisbane, Central Michigan 
University; Kerrytown BookFest; Marcin Chumiecki, Polish Mission at Orchard Lake.
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“The stories we captured, the voices we heard, the lives we changed are what the 
humanities are all about … the collective story of the human experience.”

Dear Friends,

It is a pleasure to present the Michigan Humanities Council’s 2009 Annual 
Report. As you will note, our journey has taken us to every corner of the state as 
we explored, showcased, listened, and provided programs and a voice for so many. 
The stories we captured, the voices we heard, the lives we changed are what the 
humanities are all about … the collective story of the human experience. 

Through our programs, we help Michiganians reflect and understand their own 
lives and the world around them through community conversations, critical 
thinking, informed discussions, and collaborative programming. 

The Picturing America in Michigan museum program linked 4,890 students 
to American history through the lens of American art. The Arts & Humanities 
Touring Program continued to bring hundreds of cultural programs to schools 
and many other nonprofits. Poetry Out Loud gave 4,000 high school students the 
opportunity to learn about great poetry through exploration, memorization, and 
performance. Four library sites offered PRIME TIME Family Reading Time® to 
122 at-risk families. The Great Michigan Read, a statewide reading club, focused on 
a single book, Stealing Buddha’s Dinner, by Bich Minh Nguyen, a tale of cultural 
understanding and acceptance. 

This is only a sample of the many programs and opportunities the Council brings 
to Michigan citizens. It is through the financial contributions of so many donors 
and supporters like you that we are able to continue our journey in making 
public humanities programming accessible to all Michiganians. Without you, 
none of this would be possible. Thank you for believing that what we do makes a 
difference in people’s lives.    

 Our Vision: 

The Michigan Humanities Council will 

be known as a unifying force through-

out Michigan, whose programs help 

people connect with one another 

and the places where they live, by 

fostering a greater understanding and 

engagement in the cultures, histories, 

and values which tell us who we were, 

are, and hope to be.

Photo by Lynne Brown, Media Graphics.

Jan Fedewa, Executive Director
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Read Michigan Literature
In the past three years, the Michigan Humanities Council invited 
Michigan’s young and old to participate in a shared reading experience 
through the Great Michigan Read. Reading benefits our ability to learn 
different perspectives, to take pride in stories about who we are, and to 
boost our creative energies.  

Discovering how our past affects our present

In 2009, selecting Stealing Buddha’s Dinner as the second Great Michigan 
Read provided an opportunity to discuss cultural identity and how our 
stories, our family heritage, and our own cultural experiences help define 
who we are. Through author Bich Minh Nguyen’s perspectives, we 
learned how cultural similarities and differences help create Michigan’s 
social fabric. 

Giving communities the resources to read

The Great Michigan Read stimulated hundreds of programs in 
communities across the state. The Council awarded dozens of grants to 
support community programs. We created reader and teacher guides 
sent by the thousands across the state. We partnered with the Detroit 
Free Press to disburse more than 300,000 copies of a book excerpt and 
curriculum to classrooms and citizens. We supported a five-city tour by 
the author, attended by more than 1,100 individuals. And, the Council 
created a traveling exhibit about the Vietnamese immigration experience 
in Michigan. 

Promoting reading statewide

The Michigan Humanities Council created a quality, statewide reading 
program reaching hundreds of communities throughout the state. By 
reading more, our society will be more open to new ideas, and in turn, be 
prepared to function dynamically and creatively.  

“Workshops motivated students with a tangible end goal and provided a permanent 
document that helped promote Michigan’s literary culture.” 

— Ann Arbor participant in the Council’s Great Michigan Read. 

G R E AT MICHIGAN R E AD

Photo credits (clockwise): Plymouth District Library; Michigan Humanities Council; Penguin Books; 
Michigan Humanities Council.
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PR IM E TIM E FAMILY R E ADING TIM E®

“Adults and children talked about the power of books to educate and to foster 
imagination.” 

— Tanya Grunwell, Children’s Librarian, Hoyt Public Library, Saginaw.

Experience Libraries Through Family Reading
Through PRIME TIME Family Reading Time®, libraries bring low-income, 
low-literacy families together to read children’s literature and explore 
themes from everyday life. 

Strengthening reading and understanding

What makes PRIME TIME® unique is its use of accessible literature 
to reach marginal readers. Libraries seek out intergenerational and 
multicultural participation. Children and adults are encouraged to share 
their experiences and express their feelings about themes from the stories. 
The unintended events in Why Mosquitoes Buzz in People’s Ears lead to 
discussions of justice and fairness. Storytellers help families discover, learn, 
grow, and smile by talking about courage, dreams, and determination. 

Prompting community investment

Community involvement is key to the program’s success. In South Haven, 
the library reached out to businesses to donate food for a potluck before 
each program. And, the public school system helped transport migrant 
families from outlying areas. 

Providing encouragement and hope

In 2009, the Michigan Humanities Council brought PRIME TIME 
Family Reading Time® to hundreds of families in Saginaw, Detroit, and 
South Haven. PRIME TIME® provides economically challenged families 
with encouragement and hope through access to libraries.

PRIME TIME® was developed by the Louisiana Endowment for the 
Humanities with support from the American Library Association.

Photo credits (from top): Michigan Humanities Council; Dragonfly Books; Detroit Public Library.
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PO E TRY OUT LOUD

Discover the Power of Poetry 
Poetry Out Loud is a highly anticipated tradition in high school English 
and language arts classes across the state. Since 2005, more than 8,000 
students have explored the concepts of poetry through memorization and 
performance. Poetry Out Loud helps students master public speaking, build 
self-confidence, and learn about their literary heritage. 

Taking risks, gaining confidence 

In 2009, student participants reported:

•	 97 �percent could understand and explain different 
poetic elements.

•	 97 �percent developed their own individual 
interpretation of poems.

•	 87 �percent saw connections between poetry and 
everyday culture.

•	 67 �percent understood that poetry can be a powerful 
tool for expression.

Fostering creative thinking

Poetry Out Loud allows students to discover the history of poetry and 
the creative use of words. The Council is proud to invest in a program 
that helps high school students foster creative thinking and gain a deeper 
understanding of some of the most timeless poems of the English language. 

The Michigan Humanities Council sponsors Poetry Out Loud in 
partnership with the Michigan Council for Arts and Cultural Affairs, 
the State Library of Michigan, the National Endowment for the Arts, the 
Poetry Foundation, and Michigan Youth Arts.

“Poetry Out Loud has allowed my students to take risks like never before and gain 
self-confidence.” 

— Margaret Charette, Teacher, Holt High School. 

Photos by Michigan Humanities Council.
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 “Presentations from the Arts & Humanities Touring Program fill an important 
cultural need ... a live performance lends itself to a much greater experiential 
effect on young minds.” 

—Timothy Fuller, Manager, Vicksburg Performing Arts Center. 

Explore Michigan’s Best in Arts and Culture 
As one of the Michigan Humanities Council’s most popular programs, 
the Arts & Humanities Touring Program meets community needs with real 
dollars. Each year, the Council helps schools and communities host some 
of the best artistic and cultural performers and presenters in the state. 

Sharing traditions

An online Touring Directory assists communities and schools with finding 
dancers, musicians, storytellers, theater acts, tradition bearers, museum 
exhibits, or visual artists. Communities use the directory to schedule 
events that help residents experience Michigan’s cultural traditions and 
performing arts. And, school teachers find individuals who help students 
discover the various art forms and learn about history and culture.

Bringing arts and culture to you

The idea of the Arts & Humanities Touring Program is to bring arts and 
culture to you, instead of you traveling to find arts and culture. Many of 
the touring programs nurture creativity, enhance critical thinking, and 
provide global understanding. In difficult economic times, schools and 
communities appreciate the funding to meet their cultural programming 
needs. 

Educating, entertaining, and enriching

Financial support from the Michigan Council for Arts and Cultural 
Affairs is paired with resources from the Michigan Humanities Council 
to provide quality interactive programs exploring Michigan’s stories, 
traditions, and culture. More than 1.5 million residents have been 
educated, entertained, and enriched by the Touring Program since 1998.

AR TS & HUMANITIES TOUR ING PRO G R AM

Photo credits (from top): Mustard’s Retreat; City of Dearborn; Michigan Humanities Council.
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DISCOVER THE MICHIGAN IN YOU

“�From the very beginning I was impressed at how excited the participants were 
with books. Even the littlest children were eager to get books.” 

— Janet Rubin, Ph.D., Professor of Theatre, Saginaw Valley State University. 

Empower Individuals, Enrich the State
The Council provides resources and public humanities programs 
to Michigan citizens to help improve their lives and enrich the 
state. The Council offers six main programs (listed below) used by 
hundreds of communities across the state and featured in this map.

The Great Michigan Read encourages Michiganians to 
learn more about their state, their history, and their society by 
focusing on a single work of Michigan literature.

Prime Time Family Reading Time® is a humanities-
based family program focusing on reading, discussion, and 
storytelling that takes place in public libraries.

Poetry Out Loud helps students master public speaking 
skills, build self-confidence, and learn about their literary 
heritage though memorization and performance of great 
poetry.

Arts & Humanities Touring Program provides an arts and 
cultural experience through interpretation, story, visual arts, 
and performance. 

Community Partnership grants play a vital role in defining 
our culture, our state, our community, and ourselves. 

Picturing America in Michigan helps students gain a 
deeper understanding of American history through the study 
and understanding of art.

Photo credits (from top): Peggy Brisbane, Central Michigan University; Minority Coalition 
of Cass County; Flint Institute of Arts.



	  | Michigan Humanities Council  |           9

MICHIGAN HUMANITIES COUNCIL

Fold pages 8 and 9 up for map

Fold out (up) this sheet, and you will see an illustration of the 
Michigan Humanities Council’s impact in communities across 
the state. With its wide variety of programs and community 
partnerships, the Council reaches thousands of citizens every 
day. Our partnerships also raise public awareness of the stories, 
traditions, and events that shape Michigan’s communities. 

“Not only does a great nation deserve great art, festivals and events can be a boon 
to local economies. These are dollars well spent!” 

— Joy Butler, Executive Director, Bay Arts Council. 

Map photo credits (from top, clockwise): Michigan Humanities Council; Michigan 
Humanities Council; Deb Westman, Bloomfield Hills Lahser High School; Kalamazoo 
Institute of Arts; Peggy Brisbane, Central Michigan University; and Grand Traverse 
Lighthouse Museum.



PRIME TIME FAMILY READING TIME®

Dozens of low-income, low-literacy families 
were introduced to the Hoyt Public Library 
and Butman-Fish Library in Saginaw 
as part of the PRIME TIME FAMILY 
READING TIME® supported by the 
Michigan Humanities Council. Themes 
like fairness, courage, and determination 
were drawn from children’s literature and 
used as discussion points. (In 2010, the 
Council will expand PRIME TIME® from 
four to eight libraries in Michigan.) Read 
about PRIME TIME® on page 5. 

COUNCIL GRANTS: 2009 Michigan Story Festival

Michigan Humanities Council awarded a $15,000 grant to 
Central Michigan University in support of the seventh annual 
event, featuring cultural dance performances, interactive exhibits, 
film screenings, and workshops on storytelling, book-making, 
and poetry. Nearly 4,000 individuals participated in the Story 
Festival. In all, the Council reached 182 communities with grants 
in 2009. Read about Council grants on page 10.

2009 POETRY OUT LOUD

Houghton High School was among 
24 high schools participating in the 
fourth annual poetry recitation contest 
in Lansing, directed by the Michigan 
Humanities Council. More than 2,500 
students participated statewide. Pictured 
here is Katie Zutter of Hancock, who 
traveled to represent her school at the state 
championship. Read about Poetry Out 
Loud on page 6.

ARTS & HUMANITIES TOURING 
PROGRAM

On June 20, Kitty Donohoe and 
Carl Behrend performed Great 

Lakes-themed music at the Northport 
Lighthouse & Maritime Festival before 

1,000 attendees. The festival, which also 
included maritime historical displays,  

boatbuilding demonstrations, and 
weather tower interpretations, received 

support from the Arts & Humanities 
Touring Program. More than 40,000 

residents witnessed a touring program 
performance in 2009. Read about the 

Arts & Humanities Touring Program on 
page 7.

Discover the Michigan in You

Great Michigan Read

PRIME TIME Family Reading Time®

Arts & Humanities Touring Program

Picturing America in Michigan

Poetry Out Loud

Community Partnership Grants

— +

PICTURING AMERICA IN MICHIGAN

The Kalamazoo Institute of Arts was 
one of 12 museums participating in the 

Michigan Humanities Council’s Picturing 
America in Michigan. The program helped 

students gain a deeper understanding 
of American history by learning about 

American art. In 2009, nine classrooms 
from southwest Michigan visited the 
“Georgia O’Keeffe and Her Times” 

exhibit with support of Council funds. 
And, 73 classrooms from all across the 

state received Council support to travel to 
museums. Read about Picturing America 

in Michigan on page 11.
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GREAT MICHIGAN READ 

More than 280 organizations across the state registered to participate in 
the Great Michigan Read, including more than 130 K-12 schools. The 

sophomore class at Bloomfield Hills Lahser High School selected Stealing 
Buddha’s Dinner as its “Junk Food Journey” community read, using it 

across their entire curriculum to reinforce reading and comprehension, to 
promote tolerance for global perspectives, and to expand critical thinking. 
The year-long program included personal reflections, research papers, and 

class dialogue to help learn about the sophomore class as a group. Read 
about the Great Michigan Read on page 4.

Population Density

MichiganHumanitiesCouncil

_ +
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COUNCIL G R ANTS

“One root solution is education, giving people the tools to solve problems and bridge 
the gaps between communities.” 

— Grant participant, Regional Roots, Detroit Orientation Institute, Wayne State University.

Build Community Through Grants
A cornerstone of the Michigan Humanities Council’s success is its ability 
to help build communities by awarding grants. The Council supports 
programs that play a vital role in defining culture, the state, communities, 
and individuals. Organizations work with the Council to explore and 
retrace histories, roles in societies, advancements and changes, meaning in 
self-expression and fulfillment, commonalities and differences. 

Reaching audiences statewide

Our reach into communities is best demonstrated by our partnerships with 
local organizations. Cultural organizations rely on the Council’s leadership 
and connections to help design quality humanities programs. Our funding 
opportunities are designed to be flexible enough to meet community needs. 
In 2009, the Council invested in humanities and cultural programming 
with grants in 182 Michigan communities and 62 counties. 

Investing in collaboration 

Collaboration is a leading principle of the Council’s major grant funding 
in communities. A shining example is Grand Valley State University’s 
documentary, Up from the Bottoms: The Search for the American 
Dream, which featured cultural, educational, and community-based 
collaborations. Quick grants connect communities to humanities scholars 
through author visits, lectures, symposiums, cultural celebrations, and 
exhibits. The council funded 45 guide grants in 2009. These included 
the Fifth Annual Anishnabek Pow Wow at the Holland Museum and a 
presentation at the Muskegon Museum of Art about the works of Henry 
Ossawa Tanner. 

Photo credits (from top): Michigan Humanities Council; Your Story and Mine, Advent House 
2009; Grand Valley State University; Grand Valley State University.
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PIC TUR ING AM ER IC A IN MICHIGAN

 “Our rural community doesn’t have many opportunities for cultural experiences. This 
was an invaluable opportunity for inspiration and understanding in my classroom.” 

— Laura Gajewski, Teacher, Ovid Elsie High School. 

Learn About History Through Art
Consider the national impact of Norman Rockwell’s art, Frank Lloyd 
Wright’s architecture, and Hannah and Emm Greenlee’s quilts. Using art 
as a lens to understand American history is at the heart of the Michigan 
Humanities Council’s program, Picturing America in Michigan. 

Partnering with Michigan museums

The Council partnered with 12 art museums to share their resources 
about the American experience with thousands of students. An example 
is Michigan State University’s Kresge Art Museum, in which students 
traveled from Bad Axe and Alpena to learn American history through the 
paintings of Ezra Ames and photos by Dorothea Lange.

Broadening teaching skills

More than 100 teachers traveled to museums to learn about incorporating 
American art into their curriculums. Teachers learned visual thinking 
strategies and tools for exploring a painting’s historical content.

Documenting students’ community perspectives

Students from a dozen Michigan high schools shared their interpretation 
of their communities by creating video documentaries in partnership 
with Michigan Television. For instance, students created vignettes about 
the World War II prisoner of war camp in Allegan, the urbanization of 
Hartland, and how the Defoe Shipbuilding Company shaped Bay City.

Photo credits (from top): “A Mother and Her Two Children on the Road (Tulelake, Siskiyou 
County, California),” by Dorothea Lange courtesy Kresge Art Museum at Michigan State 
University; Detroit Institute of Arts; Michigan Television.
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For every dollar the Council invested in community-based humanities programs, 
three dollars were leveraged in additional support.

Financial Statement 
By investing in public humanities programs, you help promote a society 
that values ideas, reflection, critical thinking, informed discussion, and 
reasoned action. Nurturing these abilities is especially crucial today, both 
for our individual futures and that of our state. 

As you can see in the charts, grants accounted for 92% of the Council’s 
income in 2009. The remaining 8% of our budget comes as gifts from 
individuals and businesses. That money makes a big difference, providing 
more flexibility in using the money where it is needed most. 

There is another crucial piece of the Council’s financial picture that is 
not reflected in these charts and tables: our ability to leverage in-kind 
and matching dollars for public humanities programs throughout the 
state. Last year, the Council provided $415,691 in direct support for 
humanities projects to hundreds of schools, libraries, historical societies, 
universities, community centers, museums, and other nonprofits. In turn, 
these institutions marshaled Council funds with more than $1,351,846 
in additional funding for their programs. That’s a 3-to-1 return on our 
investment.

The Council is privileged to serve the citizens of Michigan, thanks to the 
generosity of the people and institutions you see on pages 14 and 15.

Annual Giving 3.5%

Grants 92%

Events 2%

Endowment (less than 1%)

Adjudication fees 1.4% 

Interest Income 
(less than 1%)

Revenue

Compensation 33%

Grants 35%

Professional Fees, 
Honoraria,  

	Contracted Services 16%

Operating Expenses 15% Other (less than 1%)

Expenses
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On the following pages are hundreds of individuals, businesses, and institutions who 
are making the Michigan Humanities Council a more powerful force for exploring, 
understanding, and revitalizing Michigan’s communities.

Statement of  
Financial Position

October 31, 2009

		
Assets		
	 Unrestricted Cash . .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  $221,252 
	 Investments in Certificates  
	 of Deposit. .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  $49,673 
	 Grant Receivables . .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  $776,150 
	 Accounts Receivable - Other. .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  $150 
	 Prepaid Expenses. .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .   $2,033 
	 Endowment Investments . .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  $32,700 
	 Property and Equipment,  
	 Less Accumulated Depreciation. .  .  .  .  .  .   $7,561 
	 Rent Deposit . .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .   $1,000 
	 Total Assets. .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .   $1,090,519 

		
Liabilities 		
	 Accounts Payable. .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .   $2,428 
	 Accrued Expenses. .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  $13,106 
	 Grants Contract Payable . .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  $254,877 
	 Deferred Grant Revenue. .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  $531,497 
	 Total Liabilities. .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .   $801,908 

		
Net Assets
	 Unrestricted. .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  $239,418 
	 Temporarily Restricted. .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  $16,493 
	 Permanently Restricted. .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  $32,700 
	 Total Net Assets . .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  $288,611 

		

Total Liabilities and Net Assets. .   $1,090,519 

Statement of Activities
For the 12 Months Ended  

October 31, 2009
		

Revenue		
	 Grants. .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  $1,139,982 
	 Events. .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  $27,495 
	 Annual Giving . .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  $43,789 
	 Endowment. .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .   $2,725 
	 Adjudication Fees . .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  $17,475 
	 Interest Income. .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .   $3,655 
	 Total Revenue. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  $1,235,121 

Expenses
	 Compensation. .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  $393,481 
	 Grants. .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  $415,691 
	 Professional Fees, Honoraria,  
	 Contracted Services . .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  $191,327 
	 Operating Expenses . .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  $175,498 
	 Other . .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .   $3,649 
	 Total Expenses. .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .   $1,179,646 

		
Change in Net Assets. .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  $55,475 
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The Michigan Humanities Council gratefully acknowledges the individuals, businesses, 
and institutions that partnered with us in FY 2009 to make our work possible.  

Supporters
Gifts of $10,000 +

Citizens Bank – Saginaw
Meijer
Michigan Council for Arts 

& Cultural Affairs
National Endowment for 

the Arts
National Endowment for 

the Humanities

Gifts of  
$1,000 to $9,999
Dow Chemical Company
Dow Corning Corporation
Jan & Ron Fedewa
Suzanne Janis
Public Policy 

 Associates, Inc.
Warner, Norcross &  

Judd, LLP
Marilyn L. Williamson
Kate Pew Wolters

Gifts of $500 to $999
Claudia & John Berry
Lisa Craig & Steve Brisson
Timothy Chester
Russell B. Collins
Grand Rapids Public 

Library
Jacqueline & James 

Karshner
Maud M. Lyon
Mid-Michigan Medical 

Center

Margaret Byington Potter
Patricia & Samuel Shaheen
Karen Emens Smith
The Saginaw News &  

Bay City Times

Gifts of $100 to $499
The A. Alfred Taubman 

Foundation
Christine Albertini
A.S.A. Consulting Group, 

LLC
Ed Bagale
Susan Bandes
Shaun Bungart
Debra & John Byl
Marsha & James Cameron
James Clift
Diane & Robert Collier
Marsha MacDowell &  

Kurt Dewhurst
Amy DeWys-VanHecke
Cynthia & Phillip 

Dimitrijevic
Dianne & Richard 

Dunlap
Eva Evans
Sheila & Jeffrey Frank
Linda & Richard Glaser
Bob Goodrich
Goodrich Quality Theaters
Ellen & Douglas Haneline
Martin M. Herman
Kathy & John Hiner
Lucy Horak
Hungerford, Aldrin, 

Nichols & Carter, PC
The Jury Foundation

STAFF
Jan Fedewa
Executive Director

Cynthia Dimitrijevic
Grants Director

Scott Hirko
Public Relations Officer

Greg Parker
Program Officer

Phyllis Rathbun
Touring Program 

Administrator

Wendi Tilden
Development Director

Nancy Wireman
Administrative Assistant

Jennifer Wise
Fiscal Officer

BOARD OF DIRECTORS
Christine C. Albertini, 
	 Grand Rapids
Edward J. Bagale,  

Bloomfield Hills 
John R. Berry, Holland
Steve C. Brisson, Mackinac Island
Timothy J. Chester (Vice Chair) 

Grand Rapids
Russell B. Collins, Ann Arbor
Amy DeWys-VanHecke, 
	 Grosse Pointe Farms 
Richard Dunlap, Troy
Eva Evans, Lansing 
John P. Hiner, Auburn
Susanne M. Janis, Traverse City
James J. Karshner, DeWitt 
Michael H. Margolin, Detroit 
Sue Ann Martin (Secretary), 

Mount Pleasant
Craig McDonald, Midland 
Juanita Moore, Detroit
Shaun Nethercott (Treasurer), 

Detroit 
Erik Nordberg, Calumet 
Marge Potter, Grand Rapids
Judith Ann Rapanos (Chair), 

Midland 
Patricia Anne Shaheen, Saginaw 
Karen Smith, Traverse City 
Pat Waring, Grand Rapids
Marcia A. Warner, Grand Rapids
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Yvonne Healy & Robin 
Mancuso

Maner Costerisan 
Michael Margolin
Henry Matthews
Jane & Ronald Means
Juanita Moore
Kathleen Stiso &  

James L. Mullins
Shaun Nethercott
Erik Nordberg
Connie & Greg Parker
Judy & John Rapanos
Phyllis & Tom Rathbun
Janet Rentsch
Charlotte Rosenthal
Judith & William Saul
James Schmiechen
Holly & Sam Shaheen
Kari & Peter Shaheen
Elaine & Larry Shay
Judith & Jerome Sima
Mary Mertz-Smith &  

Gavin Smith
Gary Stark
Mary & Steele Taylor
Wendi Tilden
Third Wednesday Book Club 

of Saginaw
Connie Dang & Veta Tucker
Patricia & Bill Waring
Karen & Steven Waterbury 
Jan Gockerman &  

Wendy Wenner
Nancy Wireman
Sue Ann Martin &  

John P. Wright

Gifts of $99 and under
Barbara Amberg
Catherine Anderson
Mary & Andrew Angelo
Frederick Antczak
Dorothy Armstrong
Shirley Arora
Melissa Barnard
Shirley Boomsma
Laura & Kenneth Brat
Donna Brooks
Clinton Burhans
Ann Burns
Charles Burpee
Barbara Dixon &  

Tim Caldwell
Emily & Robert Campbell
Olga & Jeffrey Chamberlain
Luthene Chappell
C.S. Lewis Festival, Inc.
Myung-Ok & Tai-Sam Choo
Patricia Clark
Sandra Clark
George A. Colburn
Jane Connell
Sue & Stephen Conway
Gloria Crofton
Connie & Michael Cron
Joyce & Michael Deren
Daryl Fischer
Lora & Charles Frankel
Chantal & Jeffrey Franson
Cheryl & Dean Garrison
Daniel F. Gerber
Valorie & Charles Gilfeather
Sarah Gorman
James W. Goss
Darby & Gerald Gwisdala

Diane Hammerman
Sheila & Michael Hanisko
Judith Hayner
Mary Lou & Richard Hazleton
Dorothy & Douglas Heinlen
Diana & Timothy Heitman
Ulana Klymyshyn &  

Joyce Henricks
Mimi Herrington
Gwen & John Hibbard
Mary Jo Sougstad &  

Scott Hirko
Jennifer Holberg
Heidi Holst
James R. Irwin, MD
Michelle Jeffries
Richard Jellum
Virginia Jenkins
Sarah & Michael Jury
Katharine Kane-Lane
Lois Sprengnether Keel
Sheryl & Robert Kendrick
Lisa Kenroy
Kathleen Kinnish
Sudarshana & Rajesh Kotecha
Barbara & Norman Kravitz
Cheryl Kuebler
Don LeDuc
Kay Gremel Lee &  

Ronald Lee
John Loeks, Jr.
Susan & George Loesel
Craig McDonald
Virginia & Terry McKane
Frederick Meijer Gardens & 

Sculpture Park
Dr. Guy T. Meiss
Bonnie K. Miller

Dr. Irving Morton Miller
Adrienne & Michael Miller
Mary Milne
Marcelle & David Molzahn
Yoko Mossner
Ann M. Noteboom
Heidi & Richard Olsen
Ann & Richard Olson
Gloria Olson
Judith & Arthur Puotinen
Barbara Robinson
Barbara & John Russell
Rina Sala-Baker
Lois Shaevsky
Mark Simmer
Patricia Smith
Marilyn Soules
Corinne Stavish
Jayne & Kenneth Stebbins
The Honorable JoAnn 

Stevenson
Jill Taft-Kaufman
Laurel Taipale
Simone & Bradley Taylor
Joanne & William Tennant
Elaine & Nick Thomopoulos
Susan Thoms
Pearl & Wayne Vasher
Judith L. Webb
Margaret Weiner
Tamara & Rick Wenzel
Antonia Wilson
Sandra Wilson
Jennifer & John Wise
Mary & Gary Wolfram
Laura Yelsik

The Michigan Humanities Council deeply appreciates last year’s in-kind supporters  
of the Great Michigan Read and Poetry Out Loud:

Thank you!

The Alden B. Dow  
Home & Studio 

The City Opera House 

The Detroit Free Press
Fusion 1
The Grace A. Dow  

Memorial Library

Grand Valley State University
Lansing Community College
The Library of Michigan 

Penn Theatre
Plymouth District Library



      

“We’re all going through time together. 
We’re on the same boat – we’ve got to start rowing together.” 

In essence, this captures what the humanities are, and how the Michigan Humanities Council 
aims to engage Michigan’s citizens with an understanding of our sense of place – yesterday, 
today, and tomorrow. 

You can envision being on that boat with educators, auto workers, farmers, lawyers, children, 
seniors, homeless, rich, married, divorced, Caucasians, African Americans, Arab Americans, 
Native Americans, conservatives, liberals, Detroiters, Yoopers, politicians, social workers, college 
students, and all of the people of Michigan. We grab an oar, and we row together to explore 
who we are. Because it is who we are that gives us our strength, and our unique identity as 
Michiganians and as Americans.

This is the humanities, as so eloquently expressed in the quote above from a homeless artist 
participating in a Michigan Humanities Council project last year. 

You’re on that boat. Grab an oar.
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